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This paper will define giftedness and talent and discuss a student named Anna who displays characteristics of giftedness and talent, where I encountered Anna and how she compares to other students in the same contexts.

Shuter-Dyson (1985) suggests factors such as family environment, parental initiative, and teacher motivation all play an important role in fostering gifted and talented children. According to McPherson (1997) giftedness is the natural or innate potential to achieve that is distinctly above average in one or more domains and talent is someone who demonstrates superior performance as a result of some type of systematic training. Braggett (1998) agrees with McPherson and extends on the definition of giftedness as innate ability that shows up with little or no systematic training or development. Furthermore, Winner (1996), Shuter-Dyson (1985), and Howe (1995) indicate that the earliest signs of giftedness are the ability to sing and imitate tunes accurately. Winner (1996) and Piirto (1999) continue to suggest children displaying astounding musical memory, ability to improvise, consistently creating challenges and a “rage” to make music are signs of a musically gifted child.

As coordinator of Liturgical Singing Program at a Primary School in 2000, I encountered the exceptional singing voice of a Grade 5 student named Anna. Her natural singing ability made her stand out from the other 260 students. I encouraged Anna to join the children’s choir, which performed weekly at the local parish church. Anna and her father attended the church service and both joined in the singing. I was informed that Anna never had singing lessons but had been learning the piano for two years. I then invited Anna to play a hymn for the following week, which she did and also improvised her own accompaniment based on the harmonic progression of the melody. 

From the above encounters Ana showed the innate gift to sing in harmony and in perfect pitch, a “rage” to explore music and create challenges, and high level of musical understanding. In teaching Anna piano for the past two years she has demonstrated the following characteristics associated with musically talented children according to Piirto,
 1) an exceptional ear for singing and interval recognition; 2) comprehension of chord structure and harmonic progression; 3) an interest in composition and improvisation; 4) the ability to play from memory and; 5) consistently self-learning more repertoire in addition to allocated weekly tasks.

When comparing other students to Anna in the same context none of the children in the choir acquired the innate ability to use their voice equal to Anna, and other piano students were not yet confident to accept the opportunity to play a hymn in front of a congregation. To date I have not encountered another student of Anna’s age group with the ability to improvise accompaniments and posses an eagerness to play and learn new repertoire. This may be partly due to the fact that Anna is exposed to parental involvement and initiative and a home (musical) environment, which according to Bruce (1996) is important in laying the foundation for gifted development.

In conclusion, Anna has provided evidence of giftedness with her highly developed musical ear and vocal ability, without systematic training. She also displays evidence of an exceptionally talented young musician with her self-confidence, motivation and the discipline to achieve superior musical understanding and performance with systematic training.
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