
APPENDIX B

Consent Form

Consent Form

Consent Form – Second Year Tertiary Music Students
Project Title: Entry level music theory knowledge in first year tertiary students.

NOTE: This consent form will remain with the Monash University researcher for their records

I agree to take part in the Monash University research project specified above.  I have had the project explained to me, and I have read the Explanatory Statement, which I keep for my records, and I have previously completed a student survey.  I understand that agreeing to take part means that I am willing to: 
I agree to be interviewed by the student researcher

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

I agree to allow the interview to be audio-taped

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No


I understand that my participation is voluntary and I can choose not to participate in part or all of the project. I understand that I can withdraw at any stage of the project without being penalised or disadvantaged in any way.

I understand that any data that the researcher extracts from the interview / survey for use in reports or published findings will not, under any circumstances, contain names or identifying characteristics.  

I understand that any information I provide is confidential, and that no information that could lead to the identification of any individual will be disclosed in any reports on the project, or to any other party.

I understand that data from the student survey, interview and transcript from the audio-tape will be kept in a secure storage and accessible to the research team.  I also understand that the data will be destroyed after a 5 year period.

Participant’s name: 







Signature: 








Date: 
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APPENDIX C
Explanatory Statement
21st April 2005

Explanatory Statement – Second Year Tertiary Music Student
Project Title: Entry level music theory knowledge in first year tertiary students.
This information sheet is for you to keep.

My name is Lorenzo Capitanio and I am conducting a research project with Dr Jane Southcott a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Education towards a Master of Education (Music Education) at Monash University.  This means that I will be writing a 16000 word thesis.

The aims of this research project are to:

· explore the current level of music theory preparation students undertake prior to the commencement of their tertiary music studies, and

· identify students’ perceptions of and attitudes to the study of music theory

The study will require you to complete a student survey. Questions on the survey ask about your background knowledge in music theory prior to the commencement of your tertiary music course. In addition to the student survey, you can also volunteer to participate in an interview, however, only a small number of participants who volunteer will be selected for an interview.

The student survey will take approximately 20 minutes to complete and will be done at a time suitable to your institution/department. The interview will take approximately 30 to 60 minutes at a time mutually convenient to the participant and myself. Being in this study is completely voluntary - you are under no obligation to consent to participation and you may withdraw at any stage, or avoid answering questions which are felt to be too personal or intrusive. Not participating in the research will not disadvantage you in any way.

All aspects of the study, including results, will be strictly confidential and only Dr Jane Southcott and I will have access to information on participants.  To maintain confidentiality no findings which could identify any individual participant will be published. You may request a copy of the thesis, any journal articles or published conference papers that eventuate from this research.

Monash University, VIC 3800, Australia

Building 6, Clayton Campus, Wellington Road, Clayton
Telephone +61 3 9905 2819  Facsimile +61 3 9905 5400

Web   www.monash.edu.au/education 

ABN 12 377 614 012  CRICOS provider number 00008C  
Storage of the data collected will adhere to the University regulations and kept in a locked cupboard/filing cabinet for 5 years.  A report of the study may be submitted for publication, but individual participants will not be identifiable in such a report.  The data will not be used for any other purpose.

Should you have any complaint concerning the manner in which this research 2005 / 433 is conducted, please do not hesitate to contact the Monash University Standing Committee on Ethics in Research Involving Humans at the following address:

The Secretary

The Standing Committee on Ethics in Research Involving Humans (SCERH)

Building 3d  

Research Grants & Ethics Branch

Monash University VIC 3800

Tel: +61 3 9905 2052

Fax: +61 3 9905 1420 
Email: scerh@adm.monash.edu.au
If you have any queries or would like to be informed of the research finding, please contact: 

Mr. Lorenzo Capitanio

Telephone: (03) 9286 9695 (BH)

E-mail: lcap.1@student.monash.edu.au
Or

Dr. Jane Southcott,

Faculty of Education,

Monash University, VIC 3800

Telephone: (03) 9905 2810 (BH)

E-mail: Jane.Southcott@education.monash.edu.au
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Lorenzo Capitanio

APPENDIX D
Letter Requesting Approval from Institutions

Lorenzo Capitanio

17 Hume Drive

DELAHEY VIC 3037

Tel: 9364 2980

Mob: 0414 856 533

lcap1@student.monash.edu
«Title» «First_Name» «Surname»
«Job_Title»
«Department»
«University»
«Campus»
«Address_1»
«Address_2»
«City»  «State»  «Postcode»
21st April 2005

Re: Research Approval Request

Dear «Title» «Surname»,

My name is Lorenzo Capitanio and I am a Postgraduate Student at Monash University completing a Master of Education (Music Education). I am at the stage of completing a research project under the supervision of Dr Jane Southcott a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Education at Monash University. I am writing to you to request approval to conduct my Research Project at «University». 

The research project title is, “Entry level music theory knowledge in first year tertiary students”. The aim of this research project is to explore the current level of music theory preparation students undertake prior to the commencement of their tertiary music studies. The study will involve first year students that have withdrawn from their course in 2004 and current second year students to complete a student survey. In addition, participants can also volunteer to participate in an interview. Only eight participants will be required for an interview. Your participation in this research project will involve the distribution of the student survey.

The student survey will take approximately 20 minutes to complete and will be done at a time suitable to your institution/department. The interview will take approximately 30 to 60 minutes at a time mutually convenient to the participant and myself. Participating in this study is completely voluntary - participants are under no obligation to consent to participation and can withdraw at any stage, or avoid answering questions which are felt to be too personal or intrusive. 

All aspects of the study, including results, will be strictly confidential and only Dr Jane Southcott and I will have access to information on participants.  To maintain confidentiality no findings which could identify any individual participant will be published. You may request a copy of the thesis, any journal articles or published conference papers that eventuate from this research.

Storage of the data collected will adhere to the University regulations and kept in a locked cupboard/filing cabinet for 5 years.  A report of the study may be submitted for publication, but individual participants will not be identifiable in such a report.  The data will not be used for any other purpose.

If you have further questions regarding my research project please contact me on: 

Telephone: 9364 2980

Mobile: 0414 856 533

E-mail: lcap1@student.monash.edu.au
Thank you for your time.

Yours sincerely,

Lorenzo Capitanio

APPENDIX E

Students Survey 

RESEARCH PROJECT TITLE

ENTRY LEVEL MUSIC THEORY KNOWLEDGE IN FIRST YEAR TERTIARY STUDENTS

PROJECT NUMBER 2005 / 433

GROUP: SECOND YEAR TERTIARY MUSIC STUDENTS
STUDENT SURVEY

IMPORTANT: HOW TO COMPLETE THIS STUDENT SURVEY

1. USE A BLUE OR BLACK BALLPOINT PEN ONLY

2. PLACE AN “X” IN THE MOST RELEVANT BOX

3. CLEARLY PRINT ALL RESPONSES

DATE: 



Q.1
  Age 
Q.2
Sex
( Male

( Female

Q.3
  What High School did you attend in Year 12?

( Private
( Public

( Catholic         ( Independent     ( Other, specify, 



Q.4
  What geographical region was your School located?

( Metropolitan

( Regional

( Remote 



Q.5
  Which year did you complete Year 12?

( 2004

( 2002

( 2000

( 1998 

( 2003

( 2001

( 1999 

( Other 



Q.6
Which Educational Institution are you enrolled in for the Year 2005?

( Box Hill Institute of TAFE


( Victoria University

( The University of Melbourne


( Victorian College of the Arts

( Monash University



( Melba Conservatorium of Music

( Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE

( Australian Catholic University
Q.7
  What principal instrument are you studying at your enrolled institution?

( Voice

( Keyboard 

(Piano/Organ/Harpsichord)
( Guitar 

(Classical/Electric/Bass Guitar)
( Woodwind 

(Flute/Clarinet/Oboe/Bassoon)

( Saxophone


( Brass 

(Trumpet/Trombone/Tuba/Horn)
( Drums

(Percussion/Tuned Percussion)
( String 

(Violin/Viola/Cello/Double Bass)
( Other 






 

Q.8
What age did you start to learn the Instrument in Q.7?



Q.9 
Please indicate other Instrument/s you play or are learning to play?

1. 



 2. 



 3. 



 
Q.10
What style/genre of music do you study/perform/play? (Mark more than one Box if required)
( Rock

( Pop

( Folk

( Jazz 


( Swing

( Fusion
( R&B

( Classical 
( Contemporary

( Other, please specify,

Q.11
Where did you learn your Music Theory? (Mark more than one Box if required) 

( At Secondary School

( Private Instrumental/Vocal Teacher (Major Instrument)

( Private Teacher of Secondary Instrument

( Private Theory Teacher

( High School Band Program

( At Music Camps

( Never had or given the opportunity to learn Music Theory

( Other, Please specify, 









Q.12
Who encouraged you to learn Music Theory? (Mark more than one Box if required)
( Private Instrumental Teacher

( Father

( Primary School Teacher

( Mother


   ( Private Vocal Teacher                          ( Secondary Music Teacher

   ( Music Friend                                         ( Other, 


Q.13
At what age did you start learning Music Theory? 




Q.14
  Did you complete any Music Units during your VCE Studies?










( If Yes, please proceed to Q.15










( If No, please proceed to Q.18

Q.15
  Which music units did you complete?

( Unit 1

( Unit 2





Music Performance






( Unit 3

( Unit 4

Music Performance Solo
( Unit 3

( Unit 4

Music Performance Group
( Unit 1

( Unit 2

( Unit 3

( Unit 4

Music Styles
Q.16
How adequately did the VCE Units you complete prepare you for your first year of Tertiary Music Theory?
( Very Adequate

( Adequate

( Inadequate

Q.17

Support provided to learn Music Theory at Secondary School was?


   Proceed to Q.19

( Very High

( High

( Moderate

( Low

( Very Low

Q.18
  Why did you not undertake any Music Units during your VCE?

( Music was not offered

( Did not want to study music at school

( Other, Please specify, 









Q.19
  Have you completed any AMEB Music Theory Examinations?

( No, proceed to Q.23

( If Yes, please specify most recent grade attained, 





Q20
Who did you learn from?
( Private Instrumental/Vocal Teacher





( Private Music Theory Teacher





( Other, Please specify, 




Q.21
In what year did you obtain the grade in Q.19?
 




Q.22     How well did the AMEB Theory examination/s prepare you for first year Music Theory?

( Excellent

( Good
   
( Average

( Poor

( Very Poor

Q.23
  Have you completed any other type of Music Theory Examinations?

( No, proceed to Q.27

( If Yes, please specify type of examination, 





    
and most recent grade attained, 






Q.24
Who did you learn from?
( Private Instrumental/Vocal Teacher





( Private Music Theory Teacher





( Other, Please specify, 




Q.25
In what year did you obtain the grade in Q.23?
 




Q.26     How well did the Music Theory Examination/s prepare you for first year Music Theory?



Proceed to Q.28

( Excellent

( Good
   
( Average

( Poor

( Very Poor

Q.27
  Why did you not undertake Music Theory studies/examinations?

( never thought about it

( tried to but found it too difficult

( could not find a teacher to teach me

( did not see the importance of it

( started to but found it really boring or pointless

( Other, please specify, 








Q.28
Prior to your undergraduate studies how much Music Theory instruction did you undertake?

( None


( 4 – 6 months

( 1½ years
     ( 2½ years

( 1 – 3 months

( 1 years
     
( 2 years
     ( Other, Please specify, 


Q.29
Have you used a Music Theory Software Program?
( Yes, proceed to Q.30

( No, proceed to Q.32

Q.30
What type of Music Theory Software Program? (Mark more than one Box if required)
( Music Theory Made Easy

( Auralia

( Essentials of Music Theory
  
( Note Play

( Theory Games


( Chord Wizard How Music Works

( Musition



( Chord Wizard Music Theory

( Play it by Ear



( Rhythm Ace

( Other, Please specify, 







Q.31
Was the Program helpful in developing your Music Theory knowledge?

( Critical
( Very Helpful

( Some Help
        ( Little Help
  ( Irrelevant

Q.32
Have you used a Music Notation Software Program?

( Yes, proceed to Q.33

( No, proceed to Q.35

Q.33
Which type of Music Notation Software Program?

( Sibelius
( Finale       ( Logic
( Band in a Box     ( Other, Please specify, 



Q.34     How competent are you with the Music Notation Software Program?

( Expert
( Very Good

( Good

( Poor

( Don’t know how to use it

Q.35     Have you used the Internet to assist you with learning Music Theory?   ( Yes, proceed to Q.36

     ( No, proceed to Q.38

Q.36
  How often do you use the Internet for learning Music Theory?

  ( Always

( Often

( Sometimes
   ( Seldom
( Only once or twice

Q.37     Do you find the Internet helpful in learning Music Theory?
( Critical
( Very Helpful

( Some Help
        ( Little Help
  ( Irrelevant

Q.38     What areas of Music Theory were you adequately (competent) prepared for before 

commencing your first year Tertiary studies? (Mark more than one Box if required)

( Read Music (Treble Clef Only)



( Read Music (Bass Clef Only)

( Read Music (Treble and Bass Clef)


( Rhythm and Counting

( Ability to hear major and minor triads


( Knowledge of all major key signatures

( Ability to write major and minor triads


( Knowledge of all minor key signatures

( Ability to hear intervals



( Notation

( Ability to write/distinguish major and minor intervals
( Ability to compose melodies

( Melodic dictation




( Basic keyboard Skills

( Ability to write dominant 7th chords


( Ability to write secondary 7th chords

( Four-Part Harmony (Cadences)


( Sight Singing

( Ability to write diminished and augmented triads
( Blues Scales

( Pentatonic Scales


( Ability to write/distinguish diminished and augmented intervals



( Other/s, Please specify, 










Q.39     Which areas of Music Theory were you inadequately prepared for before commencing your 

first year Tertiary studies? (Mark more than one Box if required)
( Read Music (Treble Clef Only)



( Read Music (Bass Clef Only)

( Read Music (Treble and Bass Clef)


( Rhythm and Counting

( Ability to hear major and minor triads


( Knowledge of all major key signatures

( Ability to write major and minor triads


( Knowledge of all minor key signatures

( Ability to hear intervals



( Notation

( Ability to write/distinguish major and minor intervals
( Ability to compose melodies

( Melodic dictation




( Basic keyboard Skills

( Ability to write dominant 7th chords


( Ability to write secondary 7th chords

( Four-Part Harmony (Cadences)


( Sight Singing

( Ability to write diminished and augmented triads
( Blues Scales

( Pentatonic Scales

( Ability to write/distinguish diminished and augmented intervals

( Other/s, Please specify, 










Q.40
  Do you enjoy the Music Theory your learning at Tertiary level?

( Always
( Often

( Sometimes
       ( Seldom
        ( Never

Q.41 
Please indicate reasons why? (Mark more than one Box if required)

( it helps me with other music subjects, such as composition, music analysis 

( it’s what I want to learn


( it helps me understand music

( it helps me with my aural skills


( content is irrelevant

( too difficult 




( do not understand it

( too much work involved


( I just want to develop my play/singing skills

( Other, please specify, 









Q.42 
  How much time do you spend on Music Theory homework a week?

( None

( 30mins
     ( 1 hour

( 2 hours

( 15mins
( 45mins
     ( 1½ hours

( Other, please specify, 


Q.43
Music Theory is an important component of a tertiary music course?

( Strongly Agree

( Neither Agree or Disagree

( Strongly Disagree

( Tend to Agree

( Tend to Disagree


( Don’t Know

Q.44
Please provide a reason for your response to Q.43

Q.45
Rank from 1 (most) to 10 (least) what you regard as the most important area of study in a Tertiary music course.

 

 Performance Studies (Your major study instrument)




 Music History




 Music Theory




 Improvisation/Creativity




 Aural Comprehension




 Composition/Arranging




 Group Performance/Ensemble/Band/Orchestra/Concert Band




 Choir




 Music Technology




 Other, please specify, 







Q.46   
How would you rate your Music Theory knowledge prior to the commencement of your first 

year of Tertiary studies? 

( Excellent
       ( Good  

( Average
       ( Poor
      ( Very Poor

Q.47
How relevant is your current study of Music Theory to your needs?

( Critical          ( Very relevant          ( Some Relevance          ( Little Relevance         ( Irrelevant

Q.48
What are your career ambitions once you have completed your undergraduate studies?

 (Mark more than one Box if required)
( Further studies not related to music


( Postgraduate Music Studies

( Honours Year





( Secondary Music Teacher

( Primary Music Teacher



( Teach in Higher Education

( Private Studio Music Teacher 



( Perform in an Orchestra

( Perform in a Rock Band 



( Song Writer

( Composer 





( Sound Engineer

( Arts/Events Management 



( Music Promotions

( Other, please specify, 





Q.49
Do you have any final comments in relation to your preparation of Music Theory prior to the commencement of your Tertiary Studies?
Q.50
Do you have any final comments in relation to the Music Theory you are learning at Tertiary level? 

Q.51
Would you like to volunteer to participate in an interview?


( No, you have completed this survey

( Yes, please provide your contact details below

GIVEN NAME: 











FAMILY NAME: 











TELEPHONE: 




 MOBILE: 






E-mail: 













THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO RESPOND TO THIS SURVEY

APPENDIX F
Semi-Structured Interview Questions
RESEARCH PROJECT TITLE

ENTRY LEVEL MUSIC THEORY KNOWLEDGE IN FIRST YEAR TERTIARY STUDENTS

PROJECT NUMBER 2005 / 433

GROUP 1: SECOND YEAR TERTIARY MUSIC STUDENTS

SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEW QUESTIONS


DATE: 



NAME: 












SURNAME: 












TELEPHONE: 




 MOBILE: 






E-mail: 














1 Can you describe the type of music theory education you received before commencing your undergraduate course?

2 What have been your experiences learning music theory prior to the commencement of your undergraduate course?

3 What could teachers been doing differently in the teaching of music theory?

4 How well do you feel your music education in Secondary school prepared you for tertiary education in music theory?

5 What types of text books/CD/ or software programs do you use in class or at home?

6 Do you use the knowledge you learn in music theory in other areas of music education? How? In what way?

7 Why did you not undertake any music theory education prior to tertiary education?

8 Were the teachers enthusiastic in teaching you music theory?

9 Were you encouraged to learn music theory? If so by whom?

10 Was the transition into tertiary studies what you expected?

11 What would you recommend future music students planning to study music at tertiary level consider in relation to their preparation?

12 Would you have done anything differently?

13 How relevant is music theory to you as a music student?

14 Do teachers make it easy and fun to learn music theory?

15 What could be done differently?
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